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Year 5 – Nottingham University
Respect, Pride, Inclusion, Challenge, Creativity, Resilience

Dear Parents/Carers, 

We hope you had a lovely break and wish you all a very Happy New Year! Our Big Question this half term is:  
Would you like to live in North America?
Key dates:
Monday 5th January – Inset Day
Tuesday13th January – Internet Safety Workshops - Breck Foundation
Wednesday 14th and Thursday 15th January – Parent consultations
Friday 23rd January – Trip to the RAF Museum for coding workshop
Friday 23rd January – Asia Day - Art
Tuesday 27th January – Year 5 Class Assembly 
Tuesday 3rd February – Poetry Recital
Friday 6th February – NSPCC Number 
Tuesday 10th February – Safer Internet Day
Wednesday 11th February – Art Exhibition
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	 English

	We will be exploring, planning and writing three genres: creation myths (narrative), letters of complaint (non-narrative) and poetry. We will be focusing on:
· active and passive voice.
· adverbs to indicate degrees of possibility  
· semi-colons
· speech punctuation
· cohesive devices 
· using an appropriate register
· building an argument through paragraphing  
· using dashes and commas to mark additional information
· stressed and unstressed syllables
· using the correct tense
Our extended writing outcomes will include our own creation myths, a letter of complaint linked to our Terrific Text and our own verses using iambic pentameter. 

	Reading 
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	Our Terrific Text this half term is ‘There’s a Boy in the Girls’ Bathroom’ by Louis Sachar. We will also be reading some of Lewis Carroll’s poetry and reading non-fiction books about North America. We will be focusing on the following reading skills:
· retrieving information from our different text types
· identifying themes within texts
· explaining the meaning of new words in context
· making inferences and use supporting evidence
· evaluating how writers use language
· checking texts make sense and using ‘repair’ strategies
· using expression, pace and intonation when reading aloud

	Maths
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	We will be learning about:
· multiplying numbers up to 4 digits by a one- or two-digit number, using a formal written method, including long multiplication for two-digit numbers   
· dividing numbers up to 4 digits by a one-digit number using the formal written method of short division
· multiplying fractions by integers and finding fractions of amounts
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	We will be learning about properties and changes of materials, including:
· grouping together everyday materials on the basis of their properties
· giving reasons for the particular uses of everyday materials
· understanding about thermal insulators

	Foundation subects: 
Each subject has dedicated time, weekly. 
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	French: We will be describing pets and colours and writing a letter to our French pen pals.
Music: We will be learning songs for the Barnet School’s music festival.
PE: In PE, we will be learning the skills of tag rugby, including passing and scoring tries.
Gymnastics: We will be learning about flight. 
Art: We will be learning about complementary colours and different brush techniques.
Humanities: In Geography, we will be exploring the physical and human features of North America, including biomes, climate, population and cities.
RE: We will be reflecting on the Big question: ‘How do we know?’. We will be learning in these sessions about our understanding of what different religion and worldviews teach about the nature of knowledge, belief and things that are considered to be true.
RSHE: We will be discussing different types of media, online content and how to assess reliability. We will also be continuing to look at teamwork skills that we started last half term.
Computing: We will be learning about what a Micro:Bit is and how we can use it to code in different ways. 



We have a new Year 5 vocabulary overview which can be found on our class page of the new website. This will help you to support your children as they learn the new vocabulary for each half-term. Please follow this link:
https://theflourishingschoolsfed.ovw3.devwebsite.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1541
Things to remember: 
Monday: children to wear PE kit and spelling test
Friday: times tables test
Wednesday: children to wear PE kit

Homework expectations: 
The homework expectation is: 
· reading daily (20-30 minutes every day)
· spellings to learn and be tested on once a week 
· at least 3 spelling games to complete on Spelling Shed – due on a Monday
· My Maths tasks - due on a Monday
· Times Table Rockstars 
Please ensure that your child brings their Reading Record into school every day, with a comment from the previous evening and your signature. 

Your child may receive some extra homework, if it is felt that it would be beneficial for them to complete additional tasks. This will be due on a Wednesday each week. 

Contact information: 
year5@northsideprimary.co.uk to arrange a meeting or discuss issues specific to your child.  
07707135568 - text or call with any issues/questions/suggestions that need a speedier response. 

Thank you for your ongoing support. 

Mr Marshall
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