Year 5 Curriculum Letter
Summer 1
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NORTHSIDE 
Respect, Pride, Inclusion, Challenge, Creativity, Resilience


Dear Parents/Carers, 
We hope you had a great holiday.  Our Big Question this half term is:  
‘Even the weariest river winds somewhere safe to sea…’
What is the journey of a river?

Key dates:
Wednesday 15th April – Art Day
Friday 17th April – Forest School – Groups 1 & 2
Friday 24th April – Final Forest School – Groups 1 & 2
Wednesday 29th April – Parents’ Evening
Thursday 30th April – Parents' Evening
Monday 4th May – Bank Holiday
Thursday 7th May – Class Music rehearsal at Manorside School for the Barnet Schools Music Festival
Monday 11th May – Thursday 14th May – Year 6 SATs – Year 5 in the Art Room
Thursday 14th May – Class PE trip to Friern Barnet Secondary School – Netball lessons and tournament
Wednesday 20th May – Primary Athletics Event at the Stone X Stadium (Some Year 3, 4, and 5 children)
Thursday 21st May – Year 5 trip – the River Thames

	 English

	We will be exploring, planning and writing three genres: magical realism narratives, a newspaper article and nonsense poems. We will be focusing on:
· foreshadowing in narratives
· dialogue to advance the action
· modal verbs
· the different uses of commas
· paragraphing
· technical language
· semi-colons
· tenses
· passive and active voice
· using rhyme in poetry
· creating absurd characters
Our extended writing outcomes will include writing a magical realism story based on a river, a newspaper article based on our Terrific Text and nonsense poems about a river creature.

	Reading 
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	Our Terrific Text this half term is ‘The Journey’ by Francesca Sanna. We will also be reading some poetry, including poems about refugees by Michael Rosen and Brian Bilston, and reading non-fiction books about rivers. We will be focusing on the following reading skills:
· retrieving information from our different text types
· identifying themes within texts
· summarizing the main ideas within texts
· explaining the meaning of new words in context
· making inferences and using supporting evidence
· evaluating how writers use language and images in texts
· checking texts make sense and using ‘repair’ strategies

	Maths
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	We will be learning about:
· perimeter and area
· line graphs, timetables and two-way tables
· understanding, drawing and calculating angles
· regular and irregular polygons and 3D shapes
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	We will be completing a unit of work on animals including humans, focusing on:
· the human timeline
· the growth of babies
· the gestation period of other animals
· the process of puberty

	Foundation subects: 
Each subject has dedicated time, weekly. 
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	French: We will be learning about habitats. We will cover what plants and animals need in their habitat, different types of habitats and verbs that will be useful when talking about habitats.   
Music: We will continue to learn songs for the Barnet Schools Music Festival, focusing on singing with accurate pitch and rhythm, in unison and learning different parts and harmonies.  
PE: In PE, we will be learning about Athletics in order to be ready for Sports Day next half term. We will be focusing on sprinting, throwing (discus and javelin) and hurdling.
Gymnastics: We will be learning about different types of jumps and ways of moving across a room. We will develop our skills into a routine to perform. 
Art: We will be developing our drawing skills. We will practise using a viewfinder and drawing objects from different perspectives. 
Humanities: In geography, we will be learning about the features of rivers, both physical and human, and the water cycle.
RE: We will be looking at how religious leaders respond to global crises, particularly the refugee crisis.
Computing: We will be creating vector drawings, using different drawing tools to create images.



Click for our Vocabulary Overview

Places to visit:
See rivers in action in the local area!
https://www.alltrails.com/en-gb/england/london/barnet/river

See some amazing pieces of art.
https://www.tate.org.uk/visit/tate-modern

Interested in our Vector work in class? Visit the home of computing!
https://www.tnmoc.org/family-activities

English Course opportunity
Our ESOL class for the summer term will start on Friday 17th April, and our last session will be on Friday 26th June. For more information, please look at the website below:
https://www.barnetsouthgate.ac.uk/adult-community-courses

Things to remember: 
Monday: 
spelling test, deadline for Spelling Shed and MyMaths
Children to wear PE kit
Wednesday: 
Children to wear PE kit

The homework expectation is: 
· reading daily (20-30 minutes every day)
· spellings to learn and be tested on Mondays
· MyMaths tasks set once a week, to be completed by Monday each week
· Spelling Shed games set once a week, to be completed by Monday each week
· Times Table Rockstars several times a week

Please ensure that your child brings their Reading Record into school every day, with a comment from the previous evening (using the reading questions bookmark) and your signature. 

Your child may receive some other extra homework if it is felt that it would be beneficial for them to complete additional tasks. 

Contact information: 
year5@northsideprimary.co.uk to arrange a meeting or discuss issues specific to your child.  
07707135568 - text or call with any issues/questions/suggestions that need a speedier response.

Thank you for your ongoing support. 

The University of Nottingham Team
Mr Marshall
Mrs Angelova
Miss Sobczyk
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