Year 5 Curriculum Letter
Summer 2
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NORTHSIDE 
Respect, Pride, Inclusion, Challenge, Creativity, Resilience


Dear Parents/Carers, 

I hope you all had an enjoyable half-term break.
Our topic this term is Mother Nature and our Big Question is:

How can we look after our planet?

Our Terrific Texts are ‘Window’ by Jeannie Baker, ‘This Morning I Met A Whale’ by Michael Morpurgo and ‘No one is too small to make a difference’ by Greta Thunberg.

Key Dates:  
Friday 1st June – INSET
Monday 8th June – Olympian Visit
Tuesday 9th June – Sports Day
Wednesday 10th June – Barnet Schools Music Festival 
Tuesday 16th June – Trip to the Barnet Environment Centre
Thursday 18th June – QE Boys Sports Activities
Friday 3rd July – Summer Fayre
Tuesday 14th July – Open evening
Wednesday 15th July – KS2 Whipsnade trip 
Friday 17th July – Last day of term (half day)
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	We will be exploring, planning and writing three genres: adventure narratives with a cliffhanger, biographies of a contemporary figure and a modern version of a classic poem. We will be focusing on:
· cliffhanger endings
· dialogue to advance the action
· paragraphing including topic sentences
· cohesion
· presentational devices
· hyphens for compound adjectives
· prepositions
· commas to clarify meaning and avoid ambiguity
· the subjunctive form
· use of rhythm, rhyme and similes in poetry
Our extended writing outcomes will include writing an adventure story based on an endangered animal and a biography about a famous naturalist. 


	Reading 

[image: 5 Tips to Foster a Love of Reading in High School Students | Edmentum Blog]

	Our Terrific Texts are ‘Window’ by Jeannie Baker, ‘This Morning I Met A Whale’ by Michael Morpurgo and ‘No one is too small to make a difference’ by Greta Thunberg. We will also be reading some poetry, including poems by R S Thomas and Mandy Coe. We will be focusing on the following reading skills:
· retrieving information from our different text types
· identifying themes within texts
· considering how images are used to convey meaning
· explaining the meaning of new words in context
· making inferences and using supporting evidence
· comparing different texts on a similar theme
· evaluating how writers use language and images in texts
· checking texts make sense and using ‘repair’ strategies

	Mathematics
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	We will be learning about:
· Shape
· position and direction
· adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing decimals
· negative numbers
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	Our science topic this half-term is Living Things and Their Habitats. We will be learning about: 
· sexual and asexual reproduction in plants, including pollination and seed dispersal
· the life cycles of mammals, amphibians, insects and birds
· comparing the life cycles of plants and animals in the local environment with other plants and animals around the world 

	Foundation subects: 
Each subject has dedicated time, weekly. 
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	French: We will be continuing to learn about the habitats of different animals and plants. We will learn how to look for key words (cognates) that are similar to English words and how to use these to translate pieces of French text. We will also learn about French phonics to help us with our pronunciation. 
Music: We will continue to prepare the repertoire of songs for the Barnet School Music Festival, as well as learning songs for the end-of-year production.  Additionally, we will be learning songs for the end of year production.
PE: In PE, we will be learning the skills of rounders and doing dances ready for the end of year production.
Art: We will be working in 3D, creating sculptures out of scrap materials.
Humanities: We will continue to learn about rivers and will be completing fieldwork and map work.
RE: We will look at how religions and beliefs respond to global issues of human rights, justice and fairness, social justice and the importance of the environment.
RSHE: We will be learning about dealing with emergencies, first aid and keeping physically and mentally fit.
Computing: We will be learning more about programming. We will develop a quiz on Scratch, use selection to control outcomes and debug the code.



Click for our Vocabulary Overview

Places to visit:
See rivers in action in the local area!
https://www.alltrails.com/en-gb/england/london/barnet/river

See 3D art:
https://frameless.com/ 

The home of coding:
https://www.bletchleypark.org.uk/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=20597922459&gbraid=0AAAAADd2VFUJljB_d472tvmx64q1Fpb_N&gclid=Cj0KCQjwzqXQBhD2ARIsAKrIeU_n9hkdQz7fX0DuOAZSlNL8Jwqw-KhJ7YsBQaPgy6H5KV-MoZaAGYAaAp2fEALw_wcB 

Things to remember: 
Monday: 
spelling test, deadline for Spelling Shed and MyMaths
Children to wear PE kit
Wednesday: 
Children to wear PE kit

The homework expectation is: 
· reading daily (20-30 minutes every day)
· spellings to learn and be tested on Mondays
· MyMaths tasks set once a week, to be completed by Monday each week
· Spelling Shed games set once a week, to be completed by Monday each week
· Times Table Rockstars several times a week

Please ensure that your child brings their Reading Record into school every day, with a comment from the previous evening (using the reading questions bookmark) and your signature.

Your child may receive some other extra homework if it is felt that it would be beneficial for them to complete additional tasks. 

Contact information: 
year5@northsideprimary.co.uk to arrange a meeting or discuss issues specific to your child.  
07707135568 - text or call with any issues/questions/suggestions that need a speedier response.

Thank you for your ongoing support. 

The University of Nottingham Team
Mr Marshall
Mrs Angelova
Miss Sobczyk
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