
Geography
Lesson 2



L: What threats do rivers face?

Write the date and learning in your 

geography books.

Why are we 

learning this?

Success Criteria:
• Understand about the threats to rivers
• Compare the Colorado River and the River Severn
• Investigate ways that we can look after rivers



Our big question continues this half-term:

‘Even the weariest river 
winds somewhere safe 
to sea…’
(A.C.Swinburne, poet)
What is the journey of a 
river?



Key geography vocabulary for today

pollution
settlement
land use
environment
sustainability
tourism

•Respect

•Pride

•Inclusion

•Challenge

•Creativity
•Resilience



What threats do rivers face?

Talk to your partners and come up with a bullet point list. 
Write it in your books.

Threats

• rubbish being dumped



Threats   (Purple pen)
• rubbish being dumped there
• over-use of the water so it runs out
• chemical pollution from farms and factories
• pollution from tourism – too busy
• drought
• wasting water
• sewage being released into the rivers
• threats to wildlife (plants and animals) that should be on the river
• pollution from landfill sites
• pollution from chemical household cleaners
• flooding



The Colorado River in North America
Let’s read about this amazing but 
threatened river. 







What are the different threats of our two rivers, the 
Colorado River and the River Severn?

Colorado River River Severn

Use the sheet to find out: Use the internet to find 

out:



What did we learn 
today?

What helped you to 
learn about how to 
protect rivers?

•Respect

•Pride

•Inclusion

•Challenge

•Creativity
•Resilience
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